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(e) THE NEWSPAPER PRESS
Another underlying cause of the War was the poisoning
of public opinion by the newspaper press in all of the great
countries. This is a subject which is only beginning to re-
ceive the careful investigation which it deserves.74
Too often newspapers in all lands were inclined to in-
flame nationalistic feelings, misrepresent the situation in
foreign countries, and suppress factors in favor of peace.
In the diplomatic correspondence of the forty years before
the War there were innumerable cases in which Govern-
ments were eager to establish better relations and secure
friendly arrangements, but were hampered by the jingoistic
attitude of the newspapers in their respective countries.
Ambassadors and Cabinet Ministers frequently admitted
the senseless attitude of the leading newspapers in their own
country, apologized for it and promised to exert themselves
to restrain it, if only the other Government would do the
same toward its press. These were of ten4 quite genuine
efforts and may frequently be seen in Anglo-German rela^
tionc in the quarter of a century before the War. At othei
times, however, Ministers sought to score an advantage or
to defend their attitude by alleging that their freedom of
action was restricted because of the press and public opin-
ion—that if they yielded the point under dispute there
would be such a howl from the newspapers and the public
that they would be turned out of office. Such allegations
are sometimes true, but more often they are not, particu-
larly in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, where
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